BOROUGH OF TUCKERTON PRIDE & CELEBRATION COMMITTEE MINUTES: Wednesday – June 24, 2026

The meeting was called to order by Chair Martin at 7:06 PM. The Open Public Meeting Act statement was read by the Secretary. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chair Martin.
ATTENDANCE:
	Barbara Baumann
	Renee Gioiello
	Brian Martin
	Wayne Martin
	Nancy Peterson

	Present
	Present
	Present
	Absent
	Present


Approval of May 27, 2026 meeting minutes:
Motion: Ms. Baumann | Second: Ms. Gioiello | Vote: All in favor — Approved
OLD BUSINESS
1.  Town-Wide Yard Sale — June 6, 2026
Chair Martin reported that he drove through town the morning of the yard sale and observed strong participation, including residents not on the pre-registered list. Positive feedback was received from participants, particularly on Tarpon Road, where a group of neighbors participates together each year and has described it as a community block party atmosphere.
2.  Yard Sale Participant List — QR Code Proposal
Ms. Gioiello proposed that for future yard sales, a QR code be posted on social media linking directly to the most current participant list, hosted on a dedicated page of the Borough’s Pride and Celebration website. This would allow real-time updates without the need to reprint or redistribute maps. Chair Martin expressed enthusiasm for the idea and agreed to create a dedicated webpage solely for yard sale participants, with the QR code linking directly to that page. The Committee agreed to implement this approach for the 2027 event.
3.  Stage Stairs
Vice Chair Gioiello raised the question of the stage stairs previously noted as missing. Chair Martin confirmed that stairs are present with the smaller stage and are not missing; they are not permanently attached and are secured to the stage during concerts. This item is considered resolved.
NEW BUSINESS
1.  Fourth of July Parade — July 4, 2026
Chair Martin provided a parade planning update. A four-foot by eight-foot double-sided vinyl banner reading “Happy Semiquincentennial 250 — From Your Friends at Tuckerton Pride and Celebration” has been ordered through Vistaprint and is scheduled for delivery June 25th. The banner will be mounted in the bed of a pickup truck decorated with flags for the parade, and may subsequently be displayed at the ball field stage fence as additional signage.
The parade order has not yet been finalized but will be distributed approximately two days prior to July 4th. The confirmed order of march is: Grand Marshal; VFW and American Legion (alternating annually); Mayor and Council; walkers; floats and other participants. Confirmed participants include Pineland Soccer (walking), Calvary Baptist Church (float), Methodist Church (float), Tuckerton Beach Association (float), antique tractors, and a classic convertible Corvette. Social media personality Joey Whispers (Joey Whispers 1776), who livestreams truck driving content, will participate and live stream the parade; he will be positioned near the fire trucks as a buffer zone. Chair Martin will be driving for the Fireworks Committee. Fireworks are scheduled for 9:15 p.m., with four-inch shells to be launched from a floating dock placed on the lake prior to the event.
2.  Hometown Hero Banners
Chair Martin reported that the Hometown Hero Banner program is being coordinated through the Fourth of July Fireworks Committee and is anticipated to launch following the holiday. A minimum order of approximately 30 banners is required; given the time needed to gather submissions and fulfill the order, installation prior to July 4th is not feasible. The Committee expressed strong support for pursuing the program in the fall.
3.  Summer Concert Series
Chair Martin reported that all concert contracts have been submitted. The previously unfilled July 31st date has been filled: Billy Penn and the Inside Drivers will perform for a fee of $400.00. The band’s standard rate is $600.00; they agreed to the reduced fee with the understanding that the Committee would make best efforts to rebook them at a higher rate in a future season, though no formal guarantee was made, as concert bookings are subject to annual budget approval. Vice Chair Gioiello will follow up to obtain the signed contract for submission to the Borough for payment processing.
The stage setup will remain in place following the final Pride and Celebration concert to accommodate the Tuckerton Chamber of Commerce multi-band event on July 15th, during which all bands will share the existing sound system.
4.  Ball Field Restroom Trailer
Chair Martin reported that the ball field restroom trailer has been taken out of service following a vandalism incident in which all water fixtures were left running, causing the trailer to flood. Porta-potties will be provided for future events at the ball field. The Committee expressed regret over the loss of the facility.
5.  Fall Programming
The Committee confirmed that no Halloween event will be held this year. Vice Chair Gioiello suggested exploring a fall beautification initiative, such as mums or cornstalks, as an alternative seasonal activity for the Committee to consider.
MEMBER FORUM
No formal member forum items were raised. General discussion was held regarding fireworks viewing logistics and the upcoming flag installation on Main Street, which Chair Martin confirmed is scheduled in coordination with JA Tree Service using their bucket truck.
PUBLIC FORUM: None.
Approval to pay $75.00 to Secretary Savannah Beaulieu for secretarial services for the month of June 2026.

Motion: Ms. Peterson | Second: Ms. Baumann | Vote: All in favor — Approved
Adjournment – Motion by Ms. Gioiello, second by Ms. Baumann; all in favor, none opposed. Meeting adjourned at 7:41 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Savannah Beaulieu
[bookmark: _GoBack]Secretary
Page 1 of 3

Page 3 of 3

