BOROUGH OF TUCKERTON PRIDE & CELEBRATION COMMITTEE MINUTES: Wednesday – May 27, 2026



The meeting was called to order by Chair Martin at 7:00 PM. The Open Public Meeting Act statement was read by the Secretary. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chair Martin.
ATTENDANCE:
	Barbara Baumann
	Renee Gioiello
	Brian Martin
	Wayne Martin
	Nancy Peterson

	Present
	Present
	Present
	Present
	Present


Approval of April 22, 2026 meeting minutes:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion: Ms. Baumann | Second: Ms. Peterson | Vote: All in favor (Ms. Gioiello abstained) — Approved
OLD BUSINESS: None at this time.
NEW BUSINESS
1.  Stage — July 4th Parade / Concert Preparation
Wayne Martin reported that the front stage has been relocated to the church for use during the July 4th parade. It will be returned prior to the start of the summer concert series. The second stage remains in place; however, its stairs are missing. Chair Martin indicated he will follow up with John regarding this matter.
2.  Pride & Celebration Float — July 4th Parade
Discussion was held regarding the possibility of constructing a small float for the July 4th parade using a trailer (approximately 4x8) with a printed or painted sign reading “Happy 250th from Pride and Celebration Committee.” Chair Martin clarified that Wayne Martin will ride on the Sherpa — the Sheriff’s high water vehicle — decorated with full-size 3x5 military branch flags. Calvin Morey offered to tow the float with his truck if one is assembled. The Committee expressed support and will pursue locating a suitable trailer, potentially through Dave Shaffer who may have a motorcycle trailer available.
3.  Town-Wide Yard Sale — June 6, 2026
Chair Martin reported that 18 participants are currently signed up for the town-wide yard sale on Saturday, June 6, 2026. Participants include the Tuckerton Historical Society and Holy Spirit Church. Chair Martin noted he will post one final call for sign-ups before releasing the final map, to be shared across approximately 50 locations online. Members were encouraged to assist with sharing on social media. There has been significant buzz, though some residents have confused the event with Little Egg Harbor’s yard sale, which is scheduled for July.
4.  American Flags — Main Street
Following a ride-along with DPW Supervisor John Bethanis, Chair Martin reported that the Committee has sufficient flags to line Main Street from Tipsiman Drive to Great Bay Boulevard, covering every pole on both sides of the street with the exception of approximately two or three poles where trees obstruct visibility. Approximately three flags will remain after installation. Suggested placements for the remaining flags include the TBA sign location (once installed) and Paradise Cove. JA Tree Service will provide use of their bucket truck, as Little Egg Harbor’s is currently out of service; Borough Public Works staff will ride along for installation. The exact date remains pending JA Tree Service’s availability.
5.  Hometown Heroes Banners
Chair Martin reported that the Fourth of July Fireworks Committee (a 501(c)(3)) has agreed to take on the Hometown Heroes Banner program. Banners are $40 each and honor military personnel, police, fire, EMS, nurses, doctors, and other community heroes, with approximately 70 design templates available by service branch or profession. Checks are to be made payable to the Fireworks Committee with “Hometown Heroes” noted in the memo line, and funds will be tracked in a separate account. Banners will be displayed along Route 9 on existing lamp posts and telephone poles. The program is not expected to launch before July 4th but will be pursued thereafter. Eligibility may extend to residents of Little Egg Harbor, Bass River, and Eagleswood, as those municipalities contribute to the fireworks.
6.  Summer Concert Series — July 31st Vacancy
Chair Martin reported that the Committee has an unfilled performance slot for July 31st. Monique, formerly a reporter for the Sandpaper and now its indie entertainment writer and Entertainment Coordinator for the Tuckerton Chamber of Commerce, recommended the band Billy Penn & the Inside Drivers — a rockabilly power trio, local to the area, family-friendly, and known for tributes to early rock and roll greats as well as vintage rock originals. The Committee expressed interest. Chair Martin will contact Monique to express enthusiasm and communicate that no budget remains; the band may be willing to perform at no cost or for a tip jar arrangement. The possibility of securing a sponsor for this date was also discussed.
7.  Committee Mission / Beautification Focus
Chair Martin noted that upon reviewing the Committee’s founding mission, the primary purpose of the Pride and Celebration Committee is beautification of the borough — decorating the town to instill community pride — rather than event programming. Events such as the summer concerts and seasonal celebrations are valued but supplemental. Discussion followed regarding the possibility of pursuing sponsored flower planters or artificial hanging baskets along Route 9 to beautify the streetscape. Water availability on Main Street was identified as a key challenge for live plantings.
8.  Chamber of Commerce / Summerfest — Venue Discussion
Chair Martin and Mayor Marshall provided an update on discussions with Ocean County regarding use of Tipsiman Park for the Chamber’s Ice Cream Festival/Summerfest on August 15. Conditions imposed by the county include a $1,000 park fee, a $250 stage fee, restrictions on vehicles on the grass, and a required contingency plan in the event of rain. The Committee and Chamber are considering whether to proceed at Tipsiman Park or explore an alternate venue, including the Tuckerton Seaport’s upper parking lot, which was used for early Seaport events. A decision is expected within the week.
MEMBER FORUM
Honoring the Mathis Family (Mayor Marshall): Mayor Marshall reported that the event honoring the Mathis family, which featured local schoolchildren presenting their writings, was a great success. The honorees were completely surprised and visibly moved by the recognition. The Committee noted the importance of honoring longtime community contributors while they are able to attend and enjoy the occasion.
Cemetery Flags (Calvin Morey): Calvin Morey reported that the flag display at the cemetery, coordinated with the Rotary Club, is in good order. Most pole bases have been located. He monitors the flags morning and evening and has obtained a drill bit to clear debris from pole holes to prevent flags from falling. Members were asked to notify him if they observe a flag down.
PUBLIC FORUM: None.
Approval to pay $75.00 to Secretary Savannah Beaulieu for secretarial services for the month of May 2026.

Motion: Mr. W. Martin | Second: Ms. Baumann | Vote: All in favor — Approved
Adjournment – Motion by Ms. Gioiello, second by Ms. Peterson; all in favor, none opposed. Meeting adjourned at 8:01 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Savannah Beaulieu
Secretary
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