NOVEMBER 17, 2025 
NOVEMBER 17, 2025 
Mayor Susan R. Marshall called the regular meeting of the Tuckerton Borough Council to order on November 17, 2025 at 7:00 pm.

Provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act were complied with as notice was published to the Beacon and the Asbury Park Press stating the time, date and place of this meeting.

The following members of Council were in attendance: Keith Vreeland, Brian Martin, Sam Colangelo Frank D’Amore, Michael Dupuis, Ron Peterson and Mayor Marshall.  

Mayor Marshall led the salute to the flag.

ORDINANCE #9 OF 2025

ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF TUCKERTON, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, CREATING BOROUGH CODE SECTION 164 ENTITLED, "FILMING OF MAJOR MOTION PICTURES"

Mr. Martin moved, second by Mr. Vreeland that Ordinance #9 of 2025 be approved on first reading and schedule the second reading and public hearing for December 15, 2025.  The ordinance was passed on first reading by the following unanimous vote: Yes – Vreeland, Martin, Colangelo, D’Amore, Dupuis, Peterson; No- none; Abstain – none; Absent – none.

ORDINANCE #10 OF 2025

ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF TUCKERTON, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, REPEALING AND REPLACING BOROUGH CODE SECTION 244 ENTITLED "TREES"

Mr. Martin moved, second by Mr. Vreeland that Ordinance #10 of 2025 be approved on first reading and schedule the second reading and public hearing for December 15, 2025.  The ordinance was passed on first reading by the following unanimous vote: Yes – Vreeland, Martin, Colangelo, D’Amore, Dupuis, Peterson; No- none; Abstain – none; Absent – none.

RESOLUTION #155-25

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF TUCKERTON, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TERMINATING ALL PARTICIPATION UNDER THE STATE HEALTH BENEFITS PROGRAM AND SCHOOL EMPLOYEES’ HEALTH BENEFITS PROGRAM

	Mr. Vreeland moved, second by Mr. Martin that Resolution #155-25 be approved as read.  It was so moved the unanimous consent of Council. 


RESOLUTION #156-25

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF TUCKERTON, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF TUCKERTON TO JOIN THE NJ SOLUTIONS JOINT HEALTH INSURANCE FUND

	Mr. Vreeland moved, second by Mr. Martin that Resolution #156-25 be approved as read.  It was so moved the unanimous consent of Council.

RESOLUTION #157-25

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF TUCKERTON, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF CLAIMS.

Mr. Martin moved, second by Mr. Vreeland that Resolution #157-25 be approved as read.  It was so moved the unanimous consent of Council. 

Mr. Colangelo announced that the Public Works yard will be closed for the Thanksgiving holiday on Thursday, November 27th and Friday, November 28th. Additionally, beginning the first Sunday in December, the Public Works yard will be closed on Sundays only.

RESOLUTION #158-25

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF TUCKERTON, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE APPROVAL OF A ROAD OPENING PERMIT ON CURLEW ROAD FOR BLOCK 116 LOT 3 AND GRANTING RELIEF UNDER SECTION 419-15 OF THE BOROUGH CODE 

Mr. Colangelo moved, second by Mr. Vreeland that Resolution #158-25 be approved as read.  It was so moved the unanimous consent of Council. 



RESOLUTION #159-25

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF TUCKERTON, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AWARDING A CONTRACT TO TC LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION GROUP FOR THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FY 2024 SIDEWALK AND CURB INSTALLATION PROJECT – MARINE STREET (WILLOW LANDING TERRACE TO OTTIS AVENUE) 

Mr. Colangelo moved, second by Mr. Vreeland that Resolution #159-25 be approved as read.  It was so moved the unanimous consent of Council. 

RESOLUTION #160-25

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF TUCKERTON, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AWARDING A CONTRACT TO CREST CONSTRUCTION GROUP, LLC FOR THE 2026 EMERGENCY REPAIRS FOR WATER AND SEWER PROJECT – BOROUGH OF TUCKERTON 

Mr. Colangelo moved, second by Mr. Vreeland that Resolution #160-25 be approved as read.  It was so moved the unanimous consent of Council. 

RESOLUTION #161-25

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF TUCKERTON, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE RECEIPT OF BIDS FOR THE SALE OF CERTAIN MUNICIPAL VEHICLES 

Mr. D’Amore moved, second by Mr. Dupuis that Resolution #161-25 be approved as read.  It was so moved the unanimous consent of Council. 

Mr. Dupuis moved, second by Mr. Peterson that the minutes of the meeting of October 20, 2025 be approved. It was so moved by the unanimous consent of Council. 

Mr. Dupuis read the Construction Office’s report for October 2025; a copy of which is on file in the Municipal Clerk’ Office for public inspection.

Captain Frank Runza Jr. read the EMS and Fire Department’s report for October 2025; a copy of which is on file in the Municipal Clerk’ Office for public inspection. Also expressed gratitude to Borough residents, the Tuckerton Police Department, and the Mayor and Council for their efforts. Additionally, Santa around the Borough will begin on December 14.
	
RESOLUTION #162-25

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF TUCKERTON, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF OCEAN SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT FOR THE FY26 TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM 

Mr. Peterson moved, second by Mr. Dupuis that Resolution #162-25 be approved as read.  It was so moved the unanimous consent of Council. 

Mr. Peterson read the Police Department’s report for the October 2025; a copy of which is on file in the Municipal Clerk’ Office for public inspection. 

	Mayor Marshall shared that on Saturday, the Tuckerton Library Commission held a luncheon featuring guest speaker Marty Voltz, who has previously visited to discuss shellfish cultivation. Mr. Voltz delivered an informative presentation on clam and oyster growth, bringing live specimens to demonstrate the promotional and educational work being done in this field. The program was well-received and proved to be quite educational for attendees.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Martin, liaison for the Pride and Celebration Committee, announced that Ye Ol Christmas in Tuckerton is scheduled for Saturday, December 6th. The live Nativity will take place from 2:00-4:00 PM at the Methodist Church. Santa Claus will be available at Little Borough Hall on South Green Street from 3:00-6:00 PM, alongside horse-drawn carriage rides. Approximately 25 Dickens characters, courtesy of the Pinelands Theater Group, will be walking throughout town singing Christmas carols in full costume throughout the day. Mr. Martin extended special thanks to Mr. DiFrancia for coordinating these arrangements. The evening will conclude with the tree lighting ceremony on the lake at 7:00 PM, located across the street from Stewart's, which will be open during the event.
Beth Obiedzinski-Garvin announced that the Bradford pear tree removal project will begin Saturday at 9:30 AM between South Green Street and Marine Street. Debris will be removed by personal trucks and transported to the public works yard. Stump removal, originally scheduled for Sunday, has been postponed pending availability of an NJ Gas representative due to underground gas lines.
She thanked Jenny, Chief Olsen, the Lieutenant, John Bethanis with Public Works, and Environmental Commission member Vince for their efforts. The project is at no cost to the Borough, and volunteers are welcome.
The Commission is also planning a "12 Tenacious Invasive Plants" educational film screening at the library in late February or early March and exploring CDBG funding for a Natural Resource Inventory update. Chairperson Obiedzinski-Garvin reminded residents that donations can be made through Borough Hall, acknowledged the TBA's generous contributions, and requested the Council consider including the Environmental Commission in the upcoming budget.
Mr. Dupuis acknowledged that the Borough will likely receive complaints about removing the Bradford pear trees, as they are attractive with their white spring blossoms. However, he explained that these non-native, invasive trees have shallow root systems that damage sidewalks and are not suitable for the area.
He commended Vincent for researching native, drought-tolerant replacement trees that will have deeper root systems and won't interfere with electrical wires. While complaints are expected, the long-term benefits include healthier, more sustainable trees better suited to the local environment.
Mayor Marshall noted that the Environmental Commission has worked on these plans for several years, and the project is finally moving forward with assistance from Roger, an environmental engineer.
Mr. Peterson, liaison for the Economic Development Commission, added that the film production discussion originated at the EDC meeting because of the significant economic benefits it could bring to the Borough. Film productions generate revenue not only for restaurants but also for local tradespeople including carpenters and electricians. He expressed hope that the Borough can move forward with supporting these opportunities.
Dr. John Higgins, 2 Spruce Drive, Little Egg Harbor, Dr. Higgins addressed the Council regarding traffic safety concerns on Center Street, following the recent death of his friend. He noted that Little Egg Harbor is experiencing significant development, resulting in approximately 26,000 vehicles per week on Center Street.
Dr. Higgins referenced NJAC 16:27-4.13B, which allows municipalities to restrict commercial vehicles on municipal roads. He requested that the Borough consider adopting a resolution to establish a municipal truck route, either on Route 9 to Madison Avenue or Radio Road, prohibiting heavy trucks from using Maple Avenue. He explained that commercial trucks continue attempting to navigate the turn from Maple Avenue to Center Street despite previous traffic control measures, and some are now using Oak Lane as an alternative route.
Dr. Higgins asked the Council to review the ordinance and identify the engineer who would oversee such changes. Mayor Marshall confirmed that while Center Street is a county road, the Borough has authority over Maple Avenue and will review existing ordinances regarding commercial vehicle restrictions.
Paul Solimani, 20 Edgewater Drive, Mr. Solimani announced that the Paradise Cove and Uplanders Association would like to fund at least one replacement tree for the Bradford pear removal project, with the possibility of funding additional trees depending on cost. He also mentioned that he personally would fund one tree. Mr. Solimani invited Council members to the association's Christmas party on December 7th at the Grapevine from 1:00-4:00 PM.
Mike Kutcher, 143 Water Street, Mr. Kutcher followed up on a petition submitted in July regarding dangerous conditions on Water Street. He described the road as extremely narrow with poor visibility, making it hazardous for residents, particularly when backing out of driveways. He noted a recent incident where his neighbor was nearly struck by a vehicle.
Mr. Kutcher requested that the Council consider safety measures such as speed bumps or speed limit signage. He emphasized concern for his family and neighbors, particularly children in the area. He also mentioned that while police presence had been increased temporarily, enforcement is difficult without proper signage. Additionally, he noted a worn stop sign near the cigar club off Route 9 with poor visibility due to parked vehicles.
Mayor Marshall acknowledged the concerns and requested Mr. Kutcher's contact information to follow up after further Council review.
Ken Dyer, 147 Water Street, Mr. Dyer, a neighbor of Mr. Kutcher, corroborated the safety concerns on Water Street. He described a near-miss incident while raking leaves when a vehicle passed so closely he felt the breeze. He suggested installing speed indicator signs that display vehicle speed to alert drivers, particularly those transitioning from Route 9 to the narrow residential street. Mayor Marshall acknowledged the concerns and noted that several streets in the Borough face similar challenges with narrow roadways and heavy traffic.
There be no questions or comments, Mr. Colangelo moved, second by Vreeland that the public portion be closed.

Mr. Colangelo moved, second by Mr. Martin that the meeting be adjourned at 7:45pm.


Approved:                                                               

_______________________________                               
SUSAN R. MARSHALL, MAYOR               


 Respectfully submitted,

___________________________
JENNY GLEGHORN, RMC
BOROUGH CLERK





