Be alert, report suspicious individuals or vehicles.  Don't presume a vehicle in your neighbor’s driveway belongs there; especially when you know they are not home.  Should you see a person that you are unfamiliar with lingering in the area on foot or in a vehicle which makes you uncomfortable is legitimate?  Be conscious to the fact that even criminals are creative in their methods.  They will wear clothes that look like or are uniforms which appear to belong to utility workers, public employees or delivery personnel.  Juvenile or young adults, male or female are not above committing burglaries or any other acts. 
How can you help?

1. Contact the Police:  If you suspect a criminal act of any nature is about to be committed or in progress. If it doesn't appear right or makes you uncomfortable call the police from the safety of your home.  If you are calling from a cell phone, provide your location and the best description of the location of the incident (house number if known, color and description).  Most importantly stay out of harms way.
2. Stay on the phone with the dispatcher, continuing to provide the dispatcher with pertinent information such as a description of the individual(s) vehicle (s) location of and or direction of travel.
Information that is important for dispatch the nature and to be able to dispatch the appropriate response, expedite the response and inform responding personnel. 

Additional Information will be solicited from you by the dispatch dependant the nature of the incident:

What/Where: What is the nature of the call? Provide a brief yet an informative nature of the incident. Provide the best possible location of the incident. In most cases a street and house number even if the incident is not occurring in the house.  Give the location as “In the area of or in front of 199 Police Street”.
What: Is the individual(s) doing?
Is the individual(s) wearing? Provide as much info as possible. 
          Does he/she or they look like?

Does the vehicle look like?  Color, make, model, type (2 door, wagon, truck) registration plate & state, dents and or damage). Depending on the incident the same information should be provided regarding vehicles whether it is a boat, jet ski, quad or any other vehicle involved in the incident being reported.  Boats have been utilized in thefts and burglaries.
Where: Is the incident occurring?

Is the individual(s) or vehicle(s) at this time?

Was the individual(s) last known location?

Is the individual(s) or vehicle heading? If they are out of you site or left the area, direction they are heading.

UNSURE?

Do not hesitate to call police. Where you are unsure if you should or shouldn’t notify police I encourage that you do.  If the situation makes you uncomfortable enough to question yourself whether you should or shouldn’t then CALL.  It is better to have law enforcement check the situation or individuals out and find it to be nothing then to respond afterward and find out something could have been prevented.  Even where an officer may respond and find that the individual or situation may was nothing you don’t know what the awareness and response may have stopped.  The individuals may have been planning something and just the response could have deterred them from attempting it because of the community’s vigilance. 
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