Back-to-school time is almost here. That means school busses will be back on the roads and school children will be walking to school. The police urge motorists to stay alert, aware and exercise caution during periods where children are traveling to and from school.  Remember that there are after-school activities and there is the likelihood that children may be present even after normal school hours.
Caution is the word for drivers as we approach the new school year. Morning can be a dangerous time for children, as they travel to the bus stop, ride their bike to school or walk along their routine path. 

Afternoon introduces additional risks as the ring of the final bell marks the sound of freedom for school-age children. Unfortunately, children are often distracted by friends, thoughts of playtime, or excitement to show or tell their parents of their school day. They may be unable to accurately judge traffic situations while on their journey home. 
Another key safety reminder for drivers as we approach back-to-school time is stop for the bus.

We want people to remember that we have to stop at least 25 feet in either direction until the red lights are no longer flashing. The only time we don't have to stop is when the road is separated by a divider or physical barrier.  
Passing a school bus with the activated red lights is a mandatory court appearance. 
A finding of guilt is a $100.00 fine, not more than 15 days imprisonment or community service, and five points assessed to your driver’s license for the first offense.  Second offense: $250.00, not more than 15 days imprisonment, and five point assessment. 
Ok drivers, you do the math.  30, 45 seconds, even 60 seconds waiting for the stopped bus; no matter which equation is used here, the fine, or community service or even jail time does not equate.
 15 days=360 hours plus the time stopped by the officer, plus court time in court. Is it worth that 60 seconds? 
Or
 $100.00 plus court costs, plus insurance surcharges for the 5 point violation, plus time lost from work going to court etc. Again is it worth the 60 seconds?
Not to mention the possibility of a tragic outcome where you could cause the loss of something more precious than anything measurable in a monetary sense or time.  A LIFE!
Back-to-school safety reminders for drivers.

· Slow down near schools and residential areas. 

· Always look for school busses loading and unloading students.
· Watch for children waiting for busses. 

· Students waiting for busses should remain back away from the curb until the bus has arrived and is stopped.
· Look between parked cars. 

· Drive with headlights on, even during the day, so you are more visible to children. 

· Remember to practice extra caution in bad weather.

· Watch for crossing guards and obey their directions.  This applies to the motorists, children, and their parents. 
Motorist failing to comply with the direction of a crossing guard is subject to fine of $150.00 for the first offense, a $300.00 fine for any subsequent offense. 
